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Keith Gingery
Cache St. Museum

Statement / Purpose: Approval of Sale of Cache Street Historic Museum by the Jackson Hole Historical Society
and Museum
Background / Description (Pros & Cons): Bill Best, Chairman of the Jackson Hole Historical Society and
Museum and Morgan Albertson, the Exec. Director of the JH Historical Society and Museum provided a letter
on December 5, 2017 to the Teton County Board of County Commissioners stating that their intent to sell the
Cache Street building. Pursuant to the 2007 Agreement between Teton County and the Historical Society,
Paragraph 4 states:
4. The Museum shall provide Teton County with 90 days written notice before assigning,
selling, transferring or otherwise encumbering the ground lease, or the building situated on
the subject property, in order for Teton County to satisfy itself that any such proposed
assignment, sale, transfer, or encumbrance does not unreasonably interfere with the stated
purpose of providing an historical museum to the residents and visitors of Teton County,
Wyoming
Teton County had provided $3 million to the Historic Society (through a SPET ballot) for the Cache Street
building in 2007.
The Jackson/Teton County Administrative Museum Board met with the representatives of the Jackson Hole
Historical Society and Museum on December 8, 2017. The members of the Administrative Museum Board
discussed with the representatives of the Historical Society the reasons for selling the building. The Historical
Society is continuing to lose money and they desire to be a financially viable museum. The Administrative
Museum Board also inquired as to how the Historical Society would continue to provide museum services in
Teton County. There was discussion of the Historical Society having more of an online presence. Mr. Best
explained that the museum industry is moving away from static exhibits and more toward experience type
engagements. The Historical Society is hoping to either purchase or extend their lease with Teton County on
the Mercill property in order to have a place to move their administrative staff. They do not envision using
the Mercill property for exhibits or a museum, but rather for administration, research, and storage. There
was discussion of moving the Shane Cabin and Karns Cabin to May Park. The amount of the ground lease is
costing close to 17% of the overall budget. They had last year $720,000 in revenue including close to
$300,000 from the town and county. Their expenses were $825,000. They are partnering with the land
owner, Bill May, to sell the building, ground lease, and land as a package.
Motion was made by Commissioner Rhea to recommend to the Teton County Board of County Commissioners
that the County Commission approve the sale of the Cache Street building and that the sale would not
unreasonably interfere with the stated purpose of providing an historical museum to the residents and visitors
of Teton County, Wyoming. Seconded by Pete Lawton. Motion passed 4-1 with Councilman Lenz opposed.
Councilman Lenz believes that Historical Society should hold on to the building, especially since there have
been no decisions made as to where they can possibly move, since the Mercill property lease only goes
through 2019.
Attachments: 2007 Agreement between Teton County and the Jackson Hole Historical Society and Museum
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Input / Recommendation: The Jackson/Teton County Administrative Museum Board met on December 8,
2017 and voted 4-1 to recommend to the BCC to approve the sale. Commissioner Rhea, Commissioner
Newcomb, Councilman Stanford, and Public Member at Large, Pete Lawton voted in favor of the motion.
Councilman Lenz vote against the motion.
Suggested Motion:
I move to approve the sale of the Cache Street building and that the sale would not
unreasonably interfere with the stated purpose of providing a historical museum to the residents and
visitors of Teton County, Wyoming.
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