September 20, 2022 Matters from Planning #4

Board of County Commissioners - Staff Report
Meeting Date:
Presenter:
Subject:

September 20, 2022
Submitting Dept: Planning & Building Services
Hamilton Smith
Applicant:
Teton County Parks & Rec.
MSC2022-0023, to amend Wilson Boat Ramp Improvements Conditional Use
Permit Conditions of Approval (CUP2016-0002)

REQUESTED ACTION
Miscellaneous Planning Request to amend Conditions of Approval applied to an existing Conditional Use Permit
(CUP2016-0002) to allow certain revisions to an Outdoor Recreation Use, pursuant to Sec. 8.4.2 (CUP) of the
LDRs. A condition of approval placed on an approval by the Board of County Commissioners is permitted to be
amended only by the Board of County Commissioners in a public hearing, pursuant to Subsection 8.2.13.B.1.b.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Wilson Boat Ramp is located within a 10.93-acre property owned by the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The site has been utilized and operated as a formal river access point since
the late1970s. Management and oversite of the site was solely with the BLM until 2004, after which time BLM
partnered with the Snake River Fund to manage the site. In 2014, after Teton County completed and
implemented the Snake River Management Plan, Teton County received a 30-year right-of-way grant from the
BLM and assumed maintenance and management responsibilities of the site.
To permit the Teton County Parks and Recreation Department operation of the Wilson Boat Ramp, including
the required facility maintenance on the site, the Wilson Boat Ramp Improvements development and use
permits were submitted in 2016 (CUP2016-0002, VAR2016-0006). Permits were approved in 2017 for the
following improvements:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improving the levee access road.
Construction of a new parking lot (28 spaces) for non-commercial passenger vehicles.
Construction of a network of pathways between the parking area and boat ramp.
Removal of the existing double-sided vault toilet and replacement with a new restroom facility. The
relocation of the restroom required a Variance to the 150-foot river setback pursuant to Section
5.1.1.D.2.a.
Construction of two small group meeting areas in proximity to the new restroom and existing levee.
Removal of the existing kiosk and replacing it with a new informational board at its current location.
The replacement of the information kiosk does not require a Variance, given that this is an essential,
water dependent facility pursuant to Section 5.1.1.D.3.a.

The Conditional Use Permit Operations Plan and Site Management specifications are included as an attachment
to this Staff Report.

PROPOSAL

The CUP was approved for improvements to the Boat Ramp facility, including restrooms and graveling the
existing road. Construction was delayed due to funding constraints after the permit was issued. In that time,
plans for the surrounding area have changed, causing a reevaluation of the Wilson Boat Ramp design. The
design modifications resulting from the reevaluation require the amendment of two Conditions of Approval
(#5 and #6), as follows:
Present Conditions of Approval:
5. The proposed parking lot, one-way loop access road and existing levee access road may be gravel.
The applicant may request approval by the Board of County Commissioners to pave portions of these
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areas at a later date if deemed necessary to address drainage, dust, maintenance, environmental
impacts and other concerns.

6. The applicant may remove the proposed 28 onsite non-commercial parking spaces from this
application should these spaces be secured within the vicinity. The applicant is allowed to construct a
minimum of 16 and a maximum 28 noncommercial parking spaces on site. Should the non-commercial
parking lot be constructed it shall be closed to all human activity from November 1 - May 15 to
protect wintering wildlife.
Proposed Amendment of Conditions of Approval (see Proposed Site Plan figure, below):
5. The proposed access road and one-way loop, including the portion of the levee, and associated onstreet parking may be paved to address dust, drainage, and erosion concerns.
6. The applicant is allowed to construct a minimum of 16 and maximum of 40 noncommercial parallel
parking spaces along the two-way part of the access road. Two ADA compliant, non-commercial
spaces may be constructed along the levee road.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
The subject property has been in use for decades as a public access point to the Snake River. This approximately
11-acre area has about 450 feet of river front just north of the Highway 22 Bridge. It is a take-out and put-in for
boating trips, as well as an informal community park for walking, sunbathing, swimming, fishing, dog exercise,
and general riverside recreation.
• The area is currently accessed from the Moose-Wilson Road.
• The area is adjacent to, or in close proximity to, a complex of publicly used lands and trails:
o Rendezvous Park, a 40-acre natural park with about 1,000 feet of river front, a former gravel quarry
being developed by the Rendezvous Lands Conservancy.
o Teton County’s Emily Stevens Park, about 12 acres with open space, a pond, about 25 parking
spaces, restrooms, and access to a trail on the levee east of the subject property, running north
through BLM Parcels 9/10.
o BLM Parcels 9/10 (about 320 acres), which include islands in the active floodplain, cottonwood
uplands, and the Walton Quarry Levee. The 2.9-mile public levee trail is popular with hikers, dog
walkers, anglers, and skiers (groomed in winter).
o Teton County’s Pathways multi-use trail system connects Jackson and Wilson, which includes a
bridge for non-motorized users across the river (completed in 2014).
Existing facilities
• Roads and parking. A gravel access road about 1,400 feet long, with parallel parking possible along
roughly 85% of its length. A limited gravel parking lot near the river has about 20 spaces. Total
existing parking along the road and in the lot is about 60 spaces, if used efficiently. All existing parking
is available to commercial and non-commercial vehicles, with or without trailers.
• Gravel launching beach.
• Passive Recreation Area. A gravel beach currently stretches under Wilson Bridge and is commonly
used for relaxing and general riverside recreation (technically off the BLM parcel but part of the
highway right of way).
• Toilets and information. Double-sided vault toilet and river information kiosk.
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LOCATION

Northeast of the junction of US Highway 22 and the Moose-Wilson Rd (US Highway 390); directly south of
Rendezvous Park (R Park).
Legal Description: Tract 51A, Sec. 23, Twp. 41, Rng. 117 as shown on OCT 9, 2014 BLM Plat (Parcel 13)
PIDN: 22-41-17-23-4-00-001
Site Size: 10.93 acres
Character District: 8: River Bottom
Subarea: 8.1: Existing River Bottom Subdivisions
Zone: Public/Semi-Public - County (P/SP-TC)
Overlay: Natural Resources Overlay (NRO)

VICINITY MAP
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SITE MAP
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN (FROM EA UPDATE APPLICATION EVA2022-0017)

STAFF ANALYSIS
Condition of Approval #5: Removal of the allowance to leave the access road as a gravel surface. The LDR
Standards for Off-Street Parking and Loading Design Standards require paving (Sec. 6.2.5.A.2. Paving Required).
This Condition of Approval was applied to the original CUP permit to allow Parks and Recreation the flexibility
to leave the road surface in a gravel condition. Since permit approval in 2017, management of the site has
resulted in a reevaluation of this deviation from the LDR standards for this site. Amending Condition of Approval
#5 as proposed brings this permit into compliance with the LDRs for outdoor, off-street parking and loading
areas. Parks and Recreation Staff have determined that dust mitigation and overall maintenance of the facility
necessitates paving of primary loop road and parking surfaces.
Condition of Approval #6: “The applicant is allowed to construct a minimum of 16 and maximum of 40
noncommercial parallel parking spaces along the two-way part of the access road. Two ADA compliant, noncommercial spaces may be constructed along the levee road.”
The requested amendment of Condition of Approval #6 represents a means to reduce project costs and the
project footprint by removing the 28-space, off-road parking facility from the Wilson Boat Ramp Improvement
design. Utilizing the existing road design, the revised concept includes designated parking aisles along the access
road. The overall provision of parking from the originally approved CUP concept will be reduced by from one (1)
to sixteen (16) spaces, given that the original application estimated between 43-58 created spaces (dependent
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upon whether the spaces were designed to specifically accommodate trailers). The current application, as
proposed, would result in development of a minimum of 16 and a maximum of 40 non-commercial parallel
parking spaces along the two-way part of the access road (also dependent upon whether the spaces are
designed to specifically accommodate trailers). Two ADA compliant, non-commercial spaces are required at this
facility, and are proposed to be constructed at the east end of the levee road, above the boat ramp.
For a Miscellaneous Planning Request to amend Conditions of Approval, the Board of County Commissioners
shall review those standards applicable to the request at a public hearing and approve, approve with conditions,
or deny the application based on the Findings of this Section (8.2.15).
Those Findings are as follows:
1. Is in substantial conformance with all relevant standards of these LDRs and other County Resolutions.
Complies. There are no changes from the LDR standards that informed the review and approval of CUP20220002. The proposed 28 non-commercial passenger car parking spaces that include 2 ADA van accessible
parking spaces, exceed the Teton County Parks & Recreation guidelines for Outdoor Recreation facilities,
which is one parking space per acre of park. The Required Parking Use Table for Outdoor Recreation,
pursuant to Section 6.2.2.A., requires an independent calculation, with no specific standard. The provision
of up to 42 parking spaces meets the Parks and Recreation guidelines and represents a balance between
utilizing the existing access road for expansion of provided parking and reducing the fragmentation of
existing habitat, by avoiding an impact to the central, undeveloped portion of the parcel.
The reduction in overall project footprint through removal of the 28-space parking lot results in a reduction
in project area habitat fragmentation. A large, central area within the BLM parcel will remain undeveloped,
allowing for the continued use of resting and movement habitat by ungulates, primarily moose. The on-site
mitigation concept proposed in EVA2022-0017 will also result in habitat reclamation in an area with
demonstrated high value to moose. The long-term benefits of the site plan revision should be realized
subsequent to the installation of wildlife crossing underpasses at the junction of Highway 22/390. The
proposed 18-42 parking spaces will instead take advantage of the existing levee access road, and the
informally developed southeastern spur of the access road, that presently is a dead end along the upland
side of the levee. The resource will benefit from a formalized access route through this area, as presently
vehicles continue to encroach into wetland buffers, through unauthorized access. The approved CUP with
amended Conditions of Approval as proposed remains in substantial conformance with all relevant
standards of these LDRs and other County Resolutions
2. Complies with all standards or conditions of any prior applicable permits or approvals.
Complies. Three prior applicable permits or approvals exist in relation to this request to amend the CUP
conditions of approval. The subject CUP for the Outdoor Recreation Use (CUP2016-0002), Variance
VAR2016-0006, to vary Section 5.1.1.D.2.a., the 150-foot river setback, to allow for relocation of restroom
facilities to approximately 125 feet from the Snake River, and the original environmental analysis (EVA20160006). The amended conditions of approval are within all standards of prior applicable permits. The
submittal of EVA2022-0017 maintains compliance of the Wilson Boat Ramp improvements with standards
of Article 5, Wetlands and Waterbodies, and Impacting the NRO.

STAKEHOLDER ANALYSIS
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEWS

The application was reviewed by Wyoming Game and Fish Department and the Bureau of Land Management
for consultation on the proposed amendments. We received comments from Alyson Courtemanch of the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department (see Attachments)
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Notice of the hearing was mailed to property owners within 800 feet of the site on July 25, 2022. As of the
publishing of this report one public comment has been received (attached).

LEGAL REVIEW
Gingery

RECOMMENDATIONS
PLANNING DIRECTOR RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Director recommends APPROVAL of MSC2022-0023, to amend Conditions of Approval #5 and #6
applied to an existing Conditional Use Permit (CUP2016-0002) as recommended in this Staff Report pursuant to
Section 8.2.13, Amendment of Permits or Approvals, of the Land Development Regulations.

ATTACHMENTS
•
•
•
•

Application MSC2022-0023
CUP2016-0002 Permit
Plan Review Committee responses
Public Comment

SUGGESTED MOTION
I move to approve MSC2022-0023, to amend Conditions of Approval #5 and #6, applied to an existing
Conditional Use Permit (CUP2016-0002), as recommended in this Staff Report pursuant to Section 8.2.13
Amendment of Permits or Approvals of the Land Development Regulations.
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MISCELLANEOUS PLANNING REQUEST (MSC)
Planning & Building Services Department
Planning Division
200 S. Willow St.
P.O. Box 1727
Jackson, WY 83001

ph: (307) 733-3959
www.tetoncountywy.gov

For Office Use Only

$0

Fees Paid

Credit Card

Check #
Application #

By Heather Thompson at 4:22 pm, Mar 09, 2022

Cash

MSC2022-0023

PROJECT
Name/Description:
Physical Address:
Lot, Subdivision:

PIDN:

OWNER
Name:

Phone:

Mailing Address:

ZIP:

E-mail:
APPLICANT/AGENT
Name:

Phone:

Mailing Address:

ZIP:

E-mail:
DESIGNATED PRIMARY CONTACT
Owner

Applicant/Agent

PURPOSE OF REQUEST
Planner of the day research request For inquiries and research requiring more than 1 hour of staff time.
Fee Waiver Request
Special Purpose Fencing Exemption
Review of required annual monitoring report
Environmental analysis exemption request
Revalidation of an Environmental Analysis
Other

Miscellaneous Application

1

Updated

/202

Project: Wilson Boat Ramp
RE: Request for Amendment of CUP2016-0002 Conditions of Approval #5 and #6 With Proposed
New Language
Date: 2/24/2022
The Wilson Boat Ramp is located off of the Moose-Wilson Rd, just north of the Highway 22
Snake River Bridge. It provides an important access to a very popular section of the Snake River,
for both local boaters and commercial outfitters. In 2017, a Conditional Use Permit was
approved for improvements to the Boat Ramp facility, including restrooms, and graveling the
existing road. Construction was delayed due to funding constraints after the permit was issued.
In that time, plans for the surrounding area have changed, causing a reevaluation of the Wilson
Boat Ramp design. The design modifications resulting from the reevaluation would require an
amendment to numbers 5 and 6 of CUP2016-0002 Conditions of Approval.
Present Conditions of Approval:
5. The proposed parking lot, one-way loop access road and existing levee access road
may be gravel. The applicant may request approval by the Board of County
Commissioners to pave portions of these areas at a later date if deemed necessary
to address drainage, dust, maintenance, environmental impacts and other concerns.
6. The applicant may remove the proposed 28 onsite non-commercial parking spaces
from this application should these spaces be secured within the vicinity. The
applicant is allowed to construct a minimum of 16 and a maximum 28 noncommercial parking spaces on site. Should the non-commercial parking lot be
constructed it shall be closed to all human activity from November 1 - May 15 to
protect wintering wildlife.
Proposed new language:
5. The proposed access road and one-way loop, including the portion of the levee, and
associated on-street parking may be paved to address dust, drainage, and erosion
concerns.
6. The applicant is allowed to construct a minimum of 16 and maximum of 40 noncommercial parallel parking spaces along the two-way part of the access road. Two
ADA compliant, non-commercial spaces may be constructed along the levee road.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
CUP2016-0002
GRANTED TO TETON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND
RECREATION

The Teton County Parks and Recreation Department applied for a Conditional Use Permit,
CUP2016-0002 pursuant to Section 8.4.2. of the LDRs to permit Outdoor Recreation in the P/SPTC Zone, including the development of improvements to the Wilson Boat Ramp on the existing
parcel owned by the Bureau of Land Management, and the Teton Board of County Commissioners,
having determined that all of the required standards are met, concludes that the applicant is entitled
as a matter of law to the issuance of a permit. The Conditional Use Permit was approved at the
Board’s March 21, 2017 meeting and a Conditional Use Permit is hereby granted for Outdoor
Recreation at the Wilson Boat Ramp area to allow Outdoor Recreation in the P/SP-TC Civic Zone,
including the development of improvements to the Wilson Boat Ramp on the existing parcel owned
by the Bureau of Land Management. This Permit is subject to the Limitations and Conditions
established by the Board of County Commissioners, as listed below.
Dated on this 21st Day of March, 2017
TETON COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Hamilton Smith, Senior Planner

.

PERMIT ISSUED FOR: Outdoor Recreation at the Wilson Boat Ramp area on the property
owned by the Bureau of Land Management, at the intersection of Wyoming State Highway 22 and
Wyoming State Highway 390, for outdoor recreational use and proposed boat ramp improvements,
as set forth in the application materials received on May 17, 2016.
LOCATION: The subject property is located at the intersection of Wyoming State Highway 22
and Wyoming State Highway 390 and is owned by the Bureau of Land Management. The property
is commonly referred to as the "Wilson Boat Ramp" area. The Applicant is the Teton County
Department of Parks and Recreation who holds a Federal Right-of-Way permit (WYW-181638) on
the property.
LIMITATIONS AND CONDITIONS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CUP2016-0002
1. A Final Mitigation Plan designed in compliance with Section 5.1.1.D.3. will be
required to be submitted with any application for physical development.
2. Construction shall not occur between November 1 - May 15 to protect wintering
wildlife.
3. Signage shall be shown on the Grading and Erosion Control application that requires
domestic pets to be leashed at all times.
4. All access drive improvements shall be designed in compliance with Transportation
Facility standards and be approved by the Teton County Engineering Department
prior to issuance of development permits.
5. The proposed parking lot, one-way loop access road and existing levee access road
may be gravel. The applicant may request approval by the Board of County
Commissioners to pave portions of these areas at a later date if deemed necessary to
address drainage, dust, maintenance, environmental impacts and other concerns.
6. The applicant may remove the proposed 28 onsite non-commercial parking spaces
from this application should these spaces be secured within the vicinity. The
applicant is allowed to construct a minimum of 16 and a maximum 28 noncommercial parking spaces on site. Should the non-commercial parking lot be
constructed it shall be closed to all human activity from November 1 - May 15 to
protect wintering wildlife.
7. Parking shall meet the Standards of Sec. 6.2.5.D.2, to a width of a 34’ minimum on
the 2-lane portion of the road where a parking aisle is provided, and 21’ minimum on
the one-way loop road where a parking aisle is provided.
8. The applicant shall be bound by the findings of the WYDOT Access Application and
Traffic Impact Study review, to access road improvements, and or consolidation to a
single point of access, if so directed by the State agency or the Planning Director.
9. Winter vehicle closure of the levee access road from December 1st – March 15th.
PERMIT NUMBER: CUP2016-0002

NOTE REGARDING EXPIRATION OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: According to
Section 8.4.2.D. of the Teton County Land Development Regulations, all permits for a Conditional
Use shall expire twelve (12) months from the date of approval if the use authorized by the permit
has not commenced.
Permit expiration date: March 21, 2018

GOVERNOR
MARK GORDON

WYOMING GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT
5400 Bishop Blvd. Cheyenne, WY 82006
Phone: (307) 777-4600 Fax: (307) 777-4699
wgfd.wyo.gov

DIRECTOR
BRIAN R. NESVIK
COMMISSIONERS
KENNETH D. ROBERTS – President
RALPH BROKAW – Vice President
GAY LYNN BYRD
PETER J. DUBE
MARK JOLOVICH
RICHARD LADWIG
ASHLEE LUNDVALL

August 26, 2022
Hamilton Smith, Principal Planner
Teton County Planning Division
200 South Willow St.
Jackson, WY 83001

Dear Mr. Smith,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a technical review and comments for the Miscellaneous
Planning Request (MSC2022-0023) for Wilson Boat Ramp Improvements. The Wyoming Game
and Fish Department’s Jackson Region has provided comment on this project in the past on April
11, 2016 and March 17, 2017. The current proposal would change the language of Conditions of
Approval #6 and #7 in CUP2016-0002 so that the two-way access road and one-way loop would
be paved instead of gravel and the planned parking lot would be removed and parallel parking
would be added along the two-way access road with a minimum of 16 and maximum of 40 noncommercial parking spaces. We have reviewed the current proposal and offer the following
comments for your consideration.
The riparian area along the Snake River, including the Wilson Boat Ramp area is crucial moose
winter and yearlong range, meaning that moose heavily rely on this habitat during the winter, but
also inhabit the area during the spring, summer, and fall. Recent GPS-collaring of moose in this
area has shown a significant level of moose habitat use and movements (Figure 1). The
importance of moose (and other wildlife) movements through this area has been underscored by
the extensive planning and funding commitments for three wildlife underpasses and fencing
along Highway 22 and Highway 390 that will be constructed in the next few years. The design of
future developments in the Wilson Boat Ramp area are an important piece in ensuring that
moose and other wildlife can continue to move through and use this habitat as well as the success
of the wildlife underpasses.
In general, the proposal to remove the planned parking lot and instead incorporate parallel
parking spaces along the existing two-way access road would be beneficial for moose. It is
unclear from the proposal the exact locations of the proposed parallel parking spaces, but it
appears that they may run the entire length of the two-way access road if the maximum of 40 are
constructed. During high recreational use times of the year when all parking spaces are full, this
could create a barrier to wildlife trying the move north-south in this area. In addition, drivers
along the road might have difficulty seeing wildlife attempting to cross between parked vehicles,
which could increase the chance of collisions. For these reasons, we recommend that several
openings are created in the parallel parking design to allow for wildlife to cross the access road

more easily. Typically, we recommend incorporating openings at least every 150-200 feet in
other types of potential wildlife barriers such as retaining walls.
We do not have any wildlife concerns in regards to the proposal to pave the two-way access road
and one-way loop.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a technical review of this proposal. If you have any
questions, please contact me at 307-733-2321 or alyson.courtemanch@wyo.gov.

Sincerely,

Alyson Courtemanch
North Jackson Wildlife Biologist

Figure 1. GPS-collared cow moose movements (blue lines) of 10 moose from 2019-2022 in the
vicinity of the Wilson Boat Ramp.

Hamilton Smith
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jared Baecker <jared@snakeriverfund.org>
Wednesday, April 27, 2022 3:21 PM
Steve Ashworth; Chris Neubecker; Hamilton Smith
Rachel Rudd; Andrew Erskine; Board Of County Commissioners; Andrew Byron
Recommendations: CUP2016-0002 amendments (Wilson Boat Ramp)
CUP2016-0002_FOF-COL_Final Draft.docx; MSC2022-0023 Application (1).pdf

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the Teton County's mail system ‐‐ DO NOT CLICK on links or
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]
Good Afternoon Steve, Chris & Hamilton:
The Snake River Fund submits the following comments and recommendations for your consideration as you move
forward with the Wilson Boat Ramp (BLM Parcel 13, PIDN: 22‐41‐17‐23‐4‐00‐001) redevelopment project and consider
amending CUP2016‐0002. We've noticed a recent posting of Planning Application: MSC2022‐0023 posted on the
County's GIS platform.
Snake River Fund is grateful that the Board of County Commissioners approved funding for improvements at the Wilson
Boat Ramp in the FY22 budget. The improvements will enhance site function, user experience and safety, and serve as
an access site for numerous recreational pursuits at the crossroads of our community. The 2016/17 CUP process for this
site was complex, the outcome of the process established management parameters that are overly burdensome and
unnecessarily impact river based recreation.
Since 2016, numerous other projects (Snake River Bridge replacement, Hwy 22/390 interchange, pathway connectivity,
wildlife crossings, BUILD grant, Stilson planning, BLM land transfers) have come to light that will have direct impacts on
this site and its CUP. The Snake River Fund Board of Directors offers the following comments/suggestions to assist Teton
County in preparing for this project to be shovel ready by autumn 2022. It is important to note that public SPET funding
for this project was approved in 2010. Our comments are directed at the Conditions of the CUP2016‐0002, a potential
CUP amendment, not the general site plans.






Condition 2: Construction shall not occur between November 1 ‐ May 15 to protect wintering wildlife.
o SRF Recommendation: Remove this condition as it is not consistent with winter wildlife closures for the
region that are established by the Wyoming Game & Fish Department, Bridger‐Teton National Forest
and/or Grand Teton National Park. This regulation is 45 days longer than other closures. In addition,
construction will ideally happen outside of the prime river access season which runs from May ‐
October. This condition drastically reduces shoulder season work and will adversely impact both private
and commercial river use.
Condition 5: The proposed parking lot, one‐way loop access and existing road may be gravel. The applicant may
request approval by the BCC to pave portions....
o SRF Recommendation: Pave all of the access site, this will reduce maintenance costs over time, allow for
striping to maximize the limited parking capacity of the site. This site is growing in popularity with R‐Park
users, pathway users, and eventually will become the parking site for Southwest Levee users. This is on
top of the primary use as a boat ramp.
Condition 6: The applicant may remove the proposed 29 onsite non‐commercial parking spaces should these
spaces be secured with the vicinity....Should the non‐commercial parking lot be constructed it shall be closed to
all human activity from November 1 ‐ May 15 to protect wintering wildlife.
o SRF Recommendation: Remove this condition as it is inconsistent with common winter wildlife closures.
Additionally, the 2022 site plan no longer contains the parking lot to reduce conflict with WYDOT/Teton
1



County planned wildlife crossing underpass. This regulation is inconsistent with the management of
similar and adjacent open space, parks, and private property. It unfairly burdens river recreation. Snake
River Fund supports Teton County‐Jackson Parks & Recreation Department staff suggestion.
Condition 9: Winter vehicle closure of the levee access road from December 1st ‐ March 15th.
o SRF Recommendation: Remove this condition as it is inconsistent with common winter wildlife closures.
It is inconsistent with allowed uses on adjacent properties (ex: Rendezvous Park, Stilson Ranch nordic
track, Emily's Pond, Southwest levee access, WY22 Pathway and pedestrian bridge). This
recommendation unfairly and arbitrarily targets the river recreation community.

The Snake River Fund strongly encourages the applicant, the planners and elected officials to adopt these
recommendations. These recommendations benefit all user groups. The Snake River Fund's recommendations are
compatible with future adjacent infrastructure developments. The site is zoned Public/Semi‐Public (P/SP) and is to
provide for new or existing uses and facilities of a public or semi‐public nature. The Conditions described above of
CUP2016‐0002 are contrary to allowing the public existing use of the site now and into the future. Please make the
common sense changes through an amended CUP.
Best Regards,
Jared
Attachments:
CUP2016‐0002
MSC2022‐0023
CC:
Teton County Board of County Commissioners
Rachel Rudd, TCJPRD
Andy Erskine, TCJPRD
Andrew Byron, SRF Board Chair
‐‐
Jared Baecker
Executive Director
Snake River Fund
PO Box 7033
Jackson, WY 83002
O: (307) 734‐6773
C: (307) 200‐1653
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Hamilton Smith
Subject:

FW: Wilson Boat Ramp

Dear Commissioners:
I’m writing to ask for your attention to and consideration for additional safety measures along the Wilson Boat
Ramp road, in order to make it safer for our community and all who enjoy it. I understand that you will be
paving the road this fall, and I would ask that you consider the concerns below, as part of that effort.
This request is spurred by a tragic incident involving my dog, who was hit and killed by an inattentive driver
with a rafting outfit. In the weeks since Izzy’s death, I’ve had multiple people contact me about similar
incidents at the Wilson boat ramp including another dog who was killed by a car just three weeks after mine in
almost the same spot.
The road leading to the put-in is heavily used by numerous outfitters, as well as other locals, visitors, children,
and their dogs. In a number of trips to the ramp recently, my wife and I have observed children running or
biking suddenly onto the road from the bike path, drivers unloading dogs on both sides, and a number of
vehicles driving inappropriately fast down the middle. Given this is primarily a recreation area - including the
bike path running alongside and many people parking to access the R Park pond next door - we need better
efforts to keep the public safe. At present there is not even a sign announcing the speed limit or encouraging
slow/safe driving!
I propose that Speed Bumps are the solution to this issue. They are impossible to ignore the way a sign is,
and will ensure the safest environment for all in this busy area. The road is currently dirt and potholed - it is
difficult to believe that fresh asphalt will do anything to encourage drivers to slow down.
I fear that the situation at the boat ramp – which is busier every year – is a potentially tragic accident waiting to
happen and could be a human rather than a dog next time.
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue, I look forward to your actions to make the Wilson
boatramp safer for all its users.
Thank you,
Morgan Frederick
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